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WHY  SCHOOL  CHOICES?

There are no 
perfect schools.

Only schools that provide the 
BEST FIT possible for your 

unique child and family

Most children in LA will make three big school decisions. The first is selecting a kindergarten. 
The second is a middle school, which usually starts in 6th grade but sometimes in 4th or 5th. 
And the final decision is high school. For each of these decisions it helps to start learning 
about your options several years in advance. Talk to friends, read about different kinds of 
programs, and go on school tours. For each level of school you will discover many options for 
your child, each one with advantages and disadvantages. Most families never find a “perfect 
school.” But families who plan ahead are able to choose the ones that best fit their child’s 
needs. Give yourself plenty of time to think through the pros and cons of all the options 
available. This guidebook was designed to help you make the best choice possible.

Know your 
child

Learn about your 
school options Plan Ahead

Look at 
Data

Avoid Common 
Mistakes

Share with 
your Friends

Find a school where your child can THRIVE!
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WHAT  CAN  GO  WRONG?
A lot can go wrong in planning for your child’s next level of school. 

Don’t make these common mistakes:

1 Not keeping your address updated with the district. 
Your Choices application can only be processed if the address you enter 
perfectly matches the address the district has on file for you. Make sure 
the address the district has is current with no typos before the deadline 
gets close.

2 Forgetting your email password. 
The most secure way to apply for magnet, dual language and permits 
with transportation programs is the district’s online system. But it 
requires an email address, and this email address is how they will 
communicate with you. If you do not regularly use email, or open 
an account just for the Choices process, make sure you write your 
password down or enter it on your phone.

3 Missing email notifications about problems with your 
application or a potential acceptance.  
If you do not regularly check email, you might miss something important. 
If you are offered admission in the spring you will likely have several 
weeks to make a decision. But if you are selected from a waitlist in June 
you may only have 48 hours. Some schools may give you less than 
24 hours. Either start checking email daily, or meet with the Magnet 
Coordinators or front office staff at the schools you’ve applied to and 
make sure they have a current phone number.

4 Missing important phone messages. 
If you change your phone number make sure you provide the new one 
to the district, your current school and any schools you have applied to. 
If your phone service is cancelled for a period of time make sure you 
indicate another way to reach you.
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5 Assuming your child will automatically get into the 
school where an older sibling attends. 
Magnet programs give siblings priority. But for some of the most 
popular magnet programs siblings still will not get in without 16 lottery 
points. This takes many families by surprise.

6 Assuming your child will get a bus. 
LAUSD may provide free bus transportation for K-5 students who 
attend a magnet school 2 miles from their home.  6th-12th grade 
students may qualify if they attend a magnet school 5 miles from their 
home. But they measure this as the crow flies. So even if Google says 
your drive is 5.1 miles, the straight line through the air between home 
and school might be 4.7 miles. If you know you need a bus, make sure 
to call the schools you’re applying to and verify that your child qualifies.

7 Waiting until September of 5th grade 
to start your research. 
Visiting schools is time-consuming and may require time off from work. 
Plan ahead and so you can do a good job!

8 Waiting until 5th grade to fill out your 
first Choices application. 
The two magnet middle school programs closest to Exposition Park 
are also two of the most popular in the whole district. LACES and USC 
Media Arts/Engineering Magnet rarely enroll 6th graders with fewer 
than 16 points. If you want the option of a rigorous district middle 
school close to home, plan ahead so you get your 16 points.
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TIMELINE  FOR  MIDDLE  
SCHOOL  PREPARATION

2ND 
GRADE

3RD 
GRADE

1 Start talking with other parents who have children in 
middle school and high school. Find out what they like or don’t 
like about the places they’ve enrolled.

2 Are you happy 
with your current 

school?
YES

no

Apply to a magnet with a low acceptance 
rate, that you are WILLING to go to for the 
sake of accessing a magnet middle school.

Apply to a magnet that you 
HOPE to get into right away.

Was your child...

waitlisted

3
accepted

You accumulated points for the 
middle school magnet lottery.

You are free to accept or 
decline admission.

Your child will 
change schools and 

finish 5th grade 
with maximum 
lottery points.

if you accept if you decline

All waitlist points 
will be deleted. But 

you are no worse 
off than if you had 

never applied.

4

repeat steps 1-4
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4TH 
GRADE

5TH 
GRADE

5TH - 6TH 
GRADE

5
Start researching by making a list of 
magnet and charter schools 
(See pages 14-17). 

Almost all schools offer tours 
for parents, and these are 

the best way to learn what 
a school is like. If you wait 

until 5th grade you probably 
won’t have time to visit all 

the schools on your list.

7 apply to your first choice schools and a few backup options. 
In Oct-Nov of your child’s 5th grade year, you can list up to 3 
magnets on the Choices application, and you can apply to as 
many independent charters as you want.

6 Visit the schools. Find out when they 
offer tours and open house events. 
Try to observe some classes in session.

Charters Pilots / Special Programs 
like USC’s NAI program, 
GALA, an SAS school, 

or Dual Language
Apply EARLY!

Some charters fill up 
by mid-fall.

Know the deadlines and ask 
your child’s teacher for help as 

soon as possible.

If you are interested in... 

repeat steps 1-4

Magnet application results are announced each year before spring break. 
Students may be called from the waitlist anytime during the summer and all 
the way through the first month of school.
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TYPES  OF  SCHOOLS

NEIGHBORHOOD  
SCHOOLS

MAGNET 
SCHOOLS

FEEDER 
SCHOOLS

GIFTED 
MAGNET 

PROGRAM

INTER-DISTRICT 
PERMIT:

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN 
OTHER DISTRICTS

INTRA-DISTRICT 
PERMIT: SCHOOLS 

WITHIN LAUSD

MAGNET 
PROGRAM IN 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCHOOL

SPECIAL 
PROGRAM IN 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
OR MAGNET 

SCHOOL

SMALL 
LEARNING 

COMMUNITIES

AUTOMATICALLY GET 
IN BY ADDRESS

APPLY BY CHOICES 
APPLICATION

BUS PROVIDED

NEED TO CALL SCHOOL 
FOR INFO TO APPLY

GRADES, TEST SCORES, ETC 
CAN BE CONSIDERED

GRADES, TEST SCORES, ETC 
CANNOT BE CONSIDERED

A+

A+

A+

PWT SCHOOLS

A+

SCHOOLS FOR 
ADVANCED 

STUDIES (SAS)
SCHOOLS

A+

A+

A+

A+

A+
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For most families, the most challenging school transition is from 5th grade to middle 
school. Some of our community’s strongest middle schools come with tradeoffs that are 
difficult to weigh. 
GREAT PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM

EXCELLENT TEST SCORES

STRONG ACADEMIC PROGRAM

FOCUSED, CALM ENVIRONMENT

INTENSIVE COLLEGE PREP PORGRAM

LONG DRIVING DISTANCE

FEW EXTRACURRICULARS

LARGE, IMPERSONAL ENVIRONMENT

STRICT RULES AND LONG SCHOOL DAY

MANDATORY SATURDAY CLASSES

CONSIDER THE TRADE OFFS

INDEPENDENT
CHARTERS

GABRIELLA, CLIC, KIPP, 
NEW LA, CITY SCHOOL, 

LIBERTAS, MOHAN HIGH, MATH 
AND SCIENCE CHARTER HIGH, 

SYNERGY, NEW HEIGHTS, 
USC HYBRID HIGH

A+

AFFILIATED 
CHARTERS

ONLY ONE IN EXPO PARK: 
ALEXANDER SCIENCE 

CENTER SCHOOL
A+

You can apply to some 
charter schools using a 
common application at 

www.applyla.org

ADMISSION 
CRITERIA SCHOOLS

GIRLS ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY (GALA)

BOYS ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY (BALA)

EARLY COLLEGE 
ACADEMY@LATTC

A+

PILOT 
SCHOOLS

EX: RIVERA LEARNING 
COMPLEX SCHOOLS

A+
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POINTS & THE MAGNET LOTTERY SYSTEM
Magnet schools select students for admission based on a random lottery. But some groups of students 
get higher priority than others. LAUSD assigns every applicant a number of points. The more points a 
student has the greater their chance of being selected. 

POINT CATEGORIES

Types of Points Number of 
Points Possible Notes

Matriculation Points 12
Students who finish the highest grade level at an LAUSD 
magnet program are awarded 12 points when they 
apply to the next grade.

Wait List Points 4-12 4 points for each year that a student remains on a 
waitlist for a magnet school. 

PHBAO Points 4
Students receive 4 points if their neighborhood school’s 
enrollment is made up of Predominantly Hispanic, Black, 
Asian or Other non-Anglo (PHBAO) students.

Overcrowded School 
Points 4

At schools serving more students than they were 
designed for, students receive 4 extra points in the 
magnet lottery.

Sibling Points 3
If a student applies to the same school where a 
sibling already attends and plans to continue, they are 
awarded 3 points.

Each magnet program in LAUSD has a target 
percentage for white and non-white students. At most 
schools the target is 70% non-white and 30% white. 
If a school falls below their target for either category, 
students in the underenrolled racial group are given 
higher priority even if they have fewer points.

Some magnet middle schools have a special 
arrangements with a nearby elementary school. 
Students who finish 5th grade at the feeder 
elementary school receive guaranteed admission to the 
middle school.

IN ADDITION TO LOTTERY POINTS, TWO 
OTHER FACTORS INFLUENCE ADMISSION:

THE STUDENT’S RACE

ENROLLMENT IN 
FEEDER SCHOOLS
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SAMPLE  MAGNET MIDDLE SCHOOL LOTTERY RESULTS

(32ND STREET) USC MEDIA ARTS/ENGINEERING MAGNET 
6TH GRADE CLASS  

80 applied 80 admitted

6 applied 6 admitted

6 applied 6 admitted

35 applied 12 admitted

unknown 0 admitted

Students completing 5th 
grade at 32nd Street 
Performing Arts Magnet

White students 

White students 

Non-White students 

Non-White students 

16 points

Less than 16 
points

16 points

Less than 16 
points

Total 6th graders enrolled:  104

LACES MAGNET
6TH GRADE CLASS   

46 applied 46 admitted

8 applied 8 admitted

333 applied 191 admitted

108 applied 0 admitted

Unknown # 0 admitted

Students completing 5th grade 
at Mid-City Magnet

Students of Any Race

Students of Any Race

Students of Any Race

Students of Any Race

19 points

16 points

12-15 points

0-11 points

Total 6th graders enrolled: 245

LAUSD does not publish exact data from each year’s lottery. The numbers below are ESTIMATES 
based on interviews with school staff over multiple years. These charts illustrate how feeder school 
enrollment, race and priority points interact in a typical lottery.

Acceptance rate for 
non-white students 

with 16 points

34%

Acceptance rate for 
students with 

16 points

57%
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
1 24th Street ES

2 32nd Street Performing Arts Magnet (K-5)

3 42nd Street ES

4 52nd Street ES

5 Accelerated Charter Elementary (K-6) (Spanish immersion)

6 Alexander Science Center (K-5) (Spanish Immersion)

7 Arroyo Museum Science Magnet (K-8)

8 Baldwin Hills Gifted Magnet (1-5) 

9 Birdielee Bright ES

10 Brentwood Science Magnet (K-5) 

11 Camino Nuevo (K-8) (Spanish Immersion)

12 Carson Gore ES

13 Carthay Environmental Studies Magnet (K-5)

14 Celerity Nascent (K-8)

15 Center for Advanced Learning (K-5)

16 CLIC (K-5) (Spanish immersion)

17 Community Magnet (K-5)

18 Crescent Heights Language Arts/Social Justice Magnet (K-5)

19 Crown Preparatory Academy (5-8)

20 Dolores Huerta ES

21 Downtown Value School (K-8)

22 Endeavor College Prep (K-8)

23 Equitas Charter Academy (K-4)

24 Equitas Academy #2 (5-8)

25 Everest Value Charter (K-8)

26 Foshay (K-12)

27 Gabriella Charter (K-5) launched 2017

28 Global Education Academy (K-5)

29 Global Education Academy 2 (K-5)

30 ICEF Innovation (K-5)

31 John Mack ES (Spanish Immersion)

32 King ES

33 KIPP Scholar (5-8) 

34 KIPP Vida (K-5) 

35 LaMotte ES

36 Larchmont Charter (K-12)

37 Libertas College Prep (4-8)

38 Lou Dantzler Charter (K-5)

39 Menlo Avenue ES

40 Mid-City Prescott Magnet (1-5) *feeds to LACES*

41 New Heights Charter (K-8)

42 New LA Charter (K-5) launched 2017

43 Normandie Avenue ES

44 Norwood ES

45 Open Charter/Magnet (K-5)

46 Quincy Jones ES

47 San Pedro Street ES

48 Sixth Avenue ES (Spanish Immersion)

49 Stella Charter Academy (5-8)

50 STEM Prep Elementary (K-3) launched 2018

51 Synergy Charter Academy (K-5)

52 The Accelerated School (TAS) (K-8)

53 Vermont Avenue ES

54 View Park Prep (K-5)

55 Wonderland Gifted Magnet (3-5)

56 Tom Bradley Global Awareness Magnet (K-5)

57 Weemes ES

58 Westside Global Awareness Magnet

Neighborhood School

Magnet School

Charter School

Affiliated Charter School
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
2018 SCHOOL-WIDE SBAC‡  TEST RESULTS

Map # Elementary School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

55 Wonderland Gifted Magnet (3-5) 97% 98%

17 Community Magnet (K-5) 76% 78%

45 Open Charter/Magnet (K-5) 78% 67%

36 Larchmont Charter (K-12) 73% 62%

28 Global Education Academy (K-5) 62% 61%

23 Equitas Charter Academy (K-4) 61% 61%

51 Synergy Charter Academy (K-5) 63% 58%

37 Libertas College Prep (4-8) 57% 51%

8 Baldwin Hills Gifted Magnet (1-5) 56% 44%

41 New Heights Charter (K-8) 51% 48%

58 Westside Global Awareness Magnet (K-8) 56% 40%

24 Equitas Academy #2 (5-8) 50% 42%

40 Mid-City Prescott Magnet (1-5) *feeds to LACES* 52% 38%

7 Arroyo Seco Museum Science Magnet (K-8) 50% 39%

25 Everest Value Charter (K-8) 49% 38%

39 Menlo Avenue ES 46% 40%

34 KIPP Vida (K-5) 41% 43%

21 Downtown Value School (K-8) 45% 34%

15 Center for Advanced Learning (K-5) 42% 37%

49 Stella Charter Academy (5-8) 43% 34%

9 Birdielee Bright ES 45% 31%

16 CLIC (K-5) (Spanish immersion) 44% 33%

33 KIPP Scholar (5-8) 46% 29%

5 Accelerated Charter Elementary (K-6) (Spanish immersion) 43% 32%

13 Carthay Environmental Studies Magnet (K-5) 37% 37%

2 32nd Street Performing Arts Magnet (K-5) 42% 32%

14 Celerity Nascent (K-8) 39% 34%

47 San Pedro Street ES 37% 32%

20 Dolores Huerta ES 33% 35%

52 The Accelerated School (TAS) (K-8) 43% 25%

10 Brentwood Science Magnet (K-5) 37% 30%

12 Carson Gore ES 38% 29%

46 Quincy Jones ES 34% 31%

53 Vermont Avenue ES 37% 27%

6 Alexander Science Center (K-5) (Spanish Immersion) 41% 23%

‡ Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: creators of California’s annual standardized tests
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Map # Elementary School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH 
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

18 Crescent Heights Language Arts/Social Justice Magnet (K-5) 34% 28%

1 24th Street ES (K-4) 31% 29%

22 Endeavor College Prep (K-8) 34% 23%

19 Crown Preparatory Academy (5-8) 34% 21%

54 View Park Prep (K-5) 30% 21%

30 ICEF Innovation (K-5) 27% 24%

26 Foshay (K-12) 33% 17%

4 52nd Street ES 30% 19%

44 Norwood ES 29% 20%

32 King ES 25% 21%

29 Global Education Academy 2 (K-5) 22% 24%

35 LaMotte ES 27% 17%

43 Normandie Avenue ES 24% 19%

11 Camino Nuevo (K-8) (Spanish Immersion) 24% 15%

57 Weemes ES 17% 18%

56 Tom Bradley Global Awareness Magnet (K-5) 23% 9%

48 Sixth Avenue ES (Spanish Immersion) 16% 13%

38 Lou Dantzler Charter (K-5) 17% 8%

31 John Mack ES (Spanish Immersion) 13% 8%

3 42nd Street ES 11% 5%

27 Gabriella Charter (K-5) launched 2017 N/A N/A

42 New LA Charter (K-5) launched 2017 N/A N/A

50 STEM Prep Elementary (K-3) launched 2018 N/A N/A
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1 (32nd Street) USC Cinematic Arts/Engineering (6-12)

2 Adams Gifted Magnet * (6-8)

3 Adams Middle School * (6-8)

4 Arroyo Seco Museum Magnet (K-8)

5 Audubon Middle School

6 Audubon Middle School Gifted Magnet *

7 Bancroft Gifted STEAM Magnet (6-8) *

8 Bancroft Performing Arts Magnet (6-8) *

9 Berendo Middle School (Spanish immersion)

10 Bethune Math/Science/Tech Magnet*

11 Bethune Middle School  (Spanish immersion) *

12 Burroughs Gifted Magnet *

13 Burroughs Middle School (Spanish immersion)*

14 Camino Nuevo (K-8) #3

15 Celerity Nascent (K-8)

16 City School Middle School

17 Clinton Middle School

18 Cochran Middle School

19 Crown Prep (5-8)

20 Culver City Middle School

21 Dana Middle School

22 Downtown Value School (K-8)

23 Endeavor Charter (K-8)

24 Equitas Academy (5-8)

25 Everest Value Charter (K-8)

26 Foshay (6-12)

27 GALA (6-12)

28 KIPP Scholar Academy (5-8)

29 LA's Promise Charter Middle School

30 LACES (6-12)

31 Larchmont Charter (K-12)

32 Le Conte CES (communication/arts) magnet (6-8) *

33 Le Conte Health/Eng/Science/Tech magnet (6-8)*

34 Le Conte Middle School*

35 Libertas College Prep (4-8) 

36 Lou Dantzler (K-8)

37 Marina Del Rey Middle School

38 Marina Del Rey Performing Arts Magnet (6-8)*

39 Mark Twain Middle School (Spanish immersion)

40 Mark Twain World Languages Magnet (6-8)*

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
41 Merkin Charter School (6-8)

42 New Design Charter (6-12)

43 New Heights Charter (K-8)

44 New LA Charter (6-8)

45 O'Donovan Middle Academy (6-8)

46 Obama Middle School

47 Palms Middle School Gifted Magnet *

48 Palms neighborhood school & SAS combined (6-8)

49 Para Los Ninos (6-8)

50 Paul Revere Charter Middle School *

51 Paul Revere Math, Science, Technology Magnet*

52 Rise Kohyang Middle School

53 Stella Middle Charter (5-8)

54 Synergy Kinetic (6-8)

55 The Accelerated School (TAS) (K-12)

56 King Environmental Magnet (6-8) *

57 King Film/Media Magnet (6-8)  *

58 King Gifted (Arts/Technology) Magnet (6-8)*

59 View Park Prep (6-8)

60 Virgil Medical & Health Science Magnet (6-8) *

61 Westside Global Awareness Magnet (K-8)*

62 Westside Innovative School House (WISH) (7-8)

63 Wright Engineering Design Magnet (6-8) *

6th graders rarely admitted with less 
than 16 points

Neighborhood School

Magnet School

Charter School

Different School District

6th graders rarely admitted with less 
than 12 points

Admission Criteria School
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King Magnets, #56-58 
are at same address

Le Conte schools, #32-34 
are at same address
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MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
2018 SCHOOL-WIDE SBAC‡ TEST RESULTS

Map # Middle School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH 
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

58 Thomas Starr King Gifted Magnet * (6-8) 93% 87%

27 GALA (all girls STEM) (6-8) 89% 70%

47 Palms Middle School Gifted Magnet * 82% 71%

2 Adams Gifted Magnet * (6-8) 73% 75%

7 Bancroft Gifted STEAM Magnet (6-8) * 77% 65%

50 Paul Revere Charter Middle School * 76% 66%

62 Westside Innovative School House (WISH) (7-8) 76% 61%

31 Larchmont Charter (K-12) 73% 62%

21 Dana Middle School 76% 58%

12 Burroughs Gifted Magnet * (6-8) 73% 58%

10 Bethune Math/Science/Tech Magnet* (6-8) 56% 64%

20 Culver City Middle School 66% 51%

16 City School Middle School 65% 50%

51 Paul Revere Math, Science, Technology Magnet* (6-8) 62% 52%

30 LACES (6-12) 61% 52%

56 Thomas Starr King Environmental Magnet * (6-8) 62% 50%

35 Libertas College Prep (4-8) (6-8) 57% 51%

60 Virgil Medical & Health Science Magnet (6-8) * 61% 43%

52 Rise Kohyang Middle School 49% 49%

43 New Heights Charter (K-8) 51% 48%

61 Westside Global Awareness Magnet (K-8)* 56% 40%

48 Palms neighborhood school & SAS combined (6-8) 54% 39%

24 Equitas Academy (5-8) 50% 42%

41 Merkin Charter School (6-8) 56% 35%

4 Arroyo Seco Museum Magnet (K-8) 50% 39%

13 Burroughs Middle School (Spanish immersion)* 51% 37%

25 Everest Value Charter (K-8) 49% 38%

22 Downtown Value School (K-8) 45% 34%

53 Stella Middle Charter (5-8) 43% 34%

42 New Design Charter (6-8) 48% 28%

28 KIPP Scholar Academy (5-8) 46% 29%

33 Le Conte Health/Eng/Science/Tech magnet (6-8)* 42% 32%

1 (32nd St) USC Media Arts/Engineering (6-12) 42% 32%

15 Celerity Nascent (K-8) 39% 34%

54 Synergy Kinetic (6-8) 40% 29%

Unless marked with an asterisk (*) indicating Spring 2017 test results

‡ Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: creators of California’s annual standardized tests
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Map # Middle School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH 
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

44 New LA Charter (6-8) 40% 28%

55 The Accelerated School (K-8) 43% 25%

6 Audubon Middle School Gifted Magnet * 46% 22%

57 Thomas Starr King Film/Media Magnet  * (6-8) 41% 25%

45 O'Donovan Middle Academy 44% 21%

40 Mark Twain World Languages Magnet (6-8)* 44% 18%

63 Wright Engineering Design Magnet (6-8) * 36% 24%

39 Mark Twain Middle School 36% 23%

23 Endeavor Charter (K-8) 34% 23%

19 Crown Prep (5-8) 34% 21%

32 Le Conte CES (communication/arts) magnet (6-8) * 34% 16%

38 Marina Del Rey Performing Arts Magnet (6-8)* 35% 15%

26 Foshay Learning Center (K-12) **ask about NAI** 33% 17%

34 Le Conte Middle School* 25% 18%

37 Marina Del Rey Middle School 27% 16%

59 View Park Prep (6-8) 31% 12%

18 Cochran Middle School 27% 14%

14 Camino Nuevo (K-8) #3 24% 15%

49 Para Los Ninos (6-8) 24% 12%

3 Adams Middle School * (6-8) 22% 11%

9 Berendo Middle School (Spanish immersion) 22% 10%

17 Clinton Middle School 17% 9%

36 Lou Dantzler (K-8) 17% 8%

29 LA's Promise Charter Middle School 16% 9%

11 Bethune Middle School  (Spanish immersion) * 14% 11%

8 Bancroft Performing Arts Magnet (6-8) * 26% 8%

5 Audubon Middle School 11% 3%

46 Obama Middle School 6% 4%
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1 Augustus Hawkins HS A : Critical Design/Game 

2 Augustus Hawkins HS B: Community Health Advocacy

3 Augustus Hawkins HS C: Social Entrepreneurship

4 Bravo Medical Magnet

5 Brio College Prep

6 Communication/Technology Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex)

7 Cortines Visual & Performing Arts Magnet

8 Crenshaw Arts/Technology Charter HS

9 Crenshaw HS Visual Arts/Performing Arts Magnet*

10 Crenshaw HS Science/Tech/Eng/Math Magnet*

11 Crenshaw HS Business/ Entrepreneurship/Technology Magnet*

12 Culver City High

13 Dorsey High

14 Downtown Business Magnets 

15 Dr. Olga Mohan High 

16 Foshay High School ***NAI***

17 GALA (STEM all girls) (6-12)

18 Garfield High Computer Science Magnet *

19 Gertz-Ressler High School 

20 Green Design Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex)

21 Hamilton High School 

22 Hamilton Humanities Magnet*

23 Hamilton Music Magnet*

24 King Drew Medical Magnet 

25 LA County High School for the Arts 

26 LA High Math/Science/Tech Magnet *

27 LA High School

28 LACES Magnet

29 Manual Arts College Prep Magnet *

30 Manual Arts High School

31 Math and Science Charter 

32 New Designs Charter (6-12) 

33 North Hollywood LA Zoo/ Bio Science Magnet *

34 Orthopedic Hospital Magnet 

35 Palisades Charter High

36 Pearl Journalism/Communication Magnet

37 Performing Arts Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 

38 Public Service Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 

39 Rise Kohyang High 

40 Roosevelt High Math/Science Magnet *

HIGH  SCHOOLS
41 San Pedro Marine Science Magnet

42 South East High School

43 South East High School Technology/Media Magnet *

44 Synergy Quantum Charter 

45 Taft High

46 University High Digital Media Magnet *

47 USC Hybrid High

48 Venice High School

49 Venice High World Languages/Global Studies Magnet*

50 Venice HS STEMM Magnet *

51 West Adams High School 

52 Westchester Aviation Aerospace Science Gifted Magnet*

53 Westchester Health/ Sports Medicine Magnet *

54 Westchester High Enviromental & Natural Science Magnet*

Neighborhood School

Magnet School

Charter School

Pilot School

Different School District

Admission Criteria School

Affiliated Charter School
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San Fernando Valley

San Pedro

213

Central Los Angeles

Manual Arts, 
#29-30 
are at same 
address
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HIGH  SCHOOL 
2018 SCHOOL-WIDE SBAC‡ TEST RESULTS

Map # High School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH 
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

14 Downtown Business Magnets 91% 68%

17 GALA (STEM all girls) (6-12) 89% 70%

22 Hamilton Humanities Magnet* 88% 54%

4 Bravo Medical Magnet 90% 52%

18 Garfield High Computer Science Magnet * 82% 59%

49 Venice High World Languages/Global Studies Magnet  * 85% 54%

50 Venice HS STEMM Magnet * 85% 52%

41 San Pedro Marine Science Magnet 88% 48%

15 Dr. Olga Mohan High 77% 49%

40 Roosevelt High Math/Science Magnet * 81% 44%

33 North Hollywood LA Zoo/ Bio Science Magnet * 75% 49%

52 Westchester Aviation Aerospace Science Gifted Magnet * 81% 43%

35 Palisades Charter High 76% 48%

25 LA County High School for the Arts 78% 42%

43 South East High School Technology/Media Magnet * 82% 36%

24 King Drew Medical Magnet 74% 43%

47 USC Hybrid High 68% 48%

12 Culver City High 75% 38%

28 LACES Magnet 61% 52%

34 Orthopedic Hospital Magnet 75% 36%

31 Math and Science Charter 66% 38%

46 University High Digital Media Magnet * 72% 31%

26 LA High Math/Science/Tech Magnet * 51% 48%

23 Hamilton Music Magnet* 71% 27%

36 Pearl Journalism/Communication Magnet 65% 30%

45 Taft Charter High 61% 30%

19 Gertz-Ressler High School 56% 35%

44 Synergy Quantum Charter 58% 26%

42 South East High School 66% 13%

7 Cortines Visual & Performing Arts Magnet 58% 20%

32 New Designs Charter (6-12) 48% 28%

20 Green Design Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 47% 25%

29 Manual Arts College Prep Magnet * 52% 17%

38 Public Service Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 46% 21%

51 West Adams High School 46% 15%

Unless marked with an asterisk (*) indicating Spring 2017 test results

‡ Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: creators of California’s annual standardized tests
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Map # High School
ELA 

Standard Met or 
Exceeded

MATH 
Standard Met or 

Exceeded

54 Westchester High Enviromental & Natural Science Magnet * 49% 8%

48 Venice High School 45% 11%

8 Crenshaw Arts/Technology Charter HS 42% 12%

21 Hamilton High School 36% 17%

37 Performing Arts Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 40% 13%

6 Communication/Technology Pilot (Diego Rivera Complex) 40% 11%

39 Rise Kohyang High 37% 14%

53 Westchester Health/ Sports Medicine Magnet * 41% 10%

16 Foshay High School ***NAI*** 33% 17%

1 Augustus Hawkins HS A : Critical Design/Game 36% 13%

10 Crenshaw HS Science/Tech/Eng/Math Magnet* 37% 4%

27 LA High School 29% 7%

9 Crenshaw HS Visual Arts/Performing Arts Magnet* 31% 2%

30 Manual Arts High School 25% 6%

2 Augustus Hawkins HS B: Community Health Advocacy 28% 2%

3 Augustus Hawkins HS C: Social Entrepreneurship 25% 1%

11 Crenshaw HS Business/Entrepreneurship/Technology Magnet* 22% 0%

13 Dorsey High 16% 1%

5 Brio College Prep N/A N/A
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ADDITIONAL  REFERENCES

PERMITS WITH TRANSPORTATION (PWT) PROGRAM

PWT is a voluntary integration program available to 
LAUSD families who reside within the attendance area 
of a PWT sending school. Parents can verify their child’s 
eligibility by calling (213) 241-6572. Specific school 
assignments are made by the district. As long as space 
is available, students in this program can continue at 
their assigned school without reapplying each year. The program will also assign siblings to the same 
school if they apply. To qualify for this program, parents MUST submit a Choices application with the 
PWT section filled out by November 9th. Some Exposition Park sending schools are listed below.

School Level
Local PWT 

Sending School
PWT Receiving 

School

Middle School
Audubon MS

Revere MS or 
Portola MS

Obama MS
Muir MS

High School
Crenshaw HS

Taft High SchoolDorsey HS
Manual Arts HS
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BUS ROUTES to Paul Revere Middle School 2017/2018

BUS ROUTES to Taft High School 2017/2018

Bus Stop AM Departure
PM Return 
(approx.) Late Bus

Manual Arts HS 6:20 AM
Crenshaw HS 6:25 AM

Foshay Learning Center 6:30 AM

Johnnie Cochran MS 6:30 AM
Audobon MS 6:25 AM

Washington & Vermont 6:30 AM

4:30 PM Tues & Thurs
6:30 PM

Bus Stop AM Departure PM Return 
(approx.)

Late Bus

Manual Arts HS 6:25 AM 4:16 PM
Dorsey HS 6:36 AM 4:20 PM

Crenshaw HS 6:30 AM 4:20 PM

Berendo MS 6:25 AM 4:09 PM

Mon - Fri
7:00 PM

MIDDLE SCHOOL DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS
These programs teach some core classes in Spanish and some in English. For example, at Berendo Middle 
School students take History, Science and Math with 100% Spanish instruction.  PE, Health and various 
electives are taught in English. Dual Language students take a Spanish Literacy class and an English 
Composition/Literature class. These programs are now included in the Choices application. Parents can list 
their top three programs.

School Address Language(s) Transportation 
Provided Contact

Mark Twain MS 2018/2019 2224 Walgrove Ave. 90066 Spanish, Mandarin No (310) 305-3100

Berendo MS 2018/2019 1157 S Berendo St, 90006 Spanish No
Ms. Kim
(213) 739-5600
shalom.kim@lausd.net

Burroughs MS 2018/2019 600 S McCadden Pl, 90005 Spanish No (213) 739-5600

Bethune MS 2018/2019  55 W 69th St, 90003 Spanish No (323) 541-1800
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SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAMS
Many children with special needs benefit from general education classrooms. It can be difficult, 
however, to access special services within our local public schools. Children who engage in 
aggressive behaviors pose even greater challenges for parents.

For children with autism, and learning difficulties 
compounded by behavioral problems, there is a 
nonpublic school (NPS) in Culver City called The 
Help Group West (www.thehelpgroup.org.) A large 
percentage of the students have a diagnosis of autism, 
and the school has significant success with children 
with ADD, ADHD, and cognitive, auditory and sensory 
processing problems. All children in this school have 
an IEP. Every teacher is trained in Applied Behavioral 
Analysis (ABA Therapy) so that they are redirecting 
children with behavior problems rather than using old 
techniques to manage the problem. Students receive 
Occupational Therapy in small groups. Physical therapy 
is not offered but they get gross motor skill workouts 
through their PE program. Life skills are a big focus in 
one of their programs including toileting and self-care. 
The school has strong academic programs for kids 
that need the least restrictive environment and a large 
percentage of these successfully enroll in colleges and 
universities.

One step you can take is 
to visit nonpublic schools 
or agencies that specialize 
in serving children with 
specific needs. This is a 
way to educate yourself 
about current learning 
strategies and therapies 
that are achieving positive 
results. You may discover 
strategies you can learn to 
use at home, assistance 

in assessing your child’s specific learning needs or 
specific services you can request from the school 
district.  In some cases families receive public 
assistance to enroll their child in a nonpublic school, 
a weekday tutoring program, or summer classes. Do 
not assume that these resources are out of reach if 
you cannot afford expensive fees.

For children diagnosed with dyslexia, or who struggle 
with reading for other reasons, there is an agency 
called Lindamood-Bell (www.lindamoodbell.com.) 
This agency provides one-on-one instruction to help 
children overcome difficulties with language processing. 
They have learning centers in Pasadena, Westwood 
and Manhattan Beach.

AUTISM SPECTRUM

DYSLEXIA

*image from www.lindamoodbell.com
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If you would like to speak with an Exposition Park 
parent who has used these or other resources, 
send an email to schoolchoice@redeemercp.org. 
Indicate if you prefer to use English or Spanish.

*image from www.lindamoodbell.com

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Some Exposition Park parents desire the benefits of 
elite private schools but do not have the resources 
to pay full tuition. There is an organization called A 
Better Chance (www.abetterchance.org) that helps 
families access scholarships. Their mission is to help 
academically talented children of color gain access to 
some of the nation’s top independent schools. These 
include boarding schools throughout California as well 
as out of state. Students may apply for the College 
Preparatory Schools Program starting as early as 4th 
grade. The application process begins in February each 
year, is very competitive and requires a high level of 
parent involvement.

Another unique local opportunity is an all-boys Catholic 
School called Verbum Dei, located at Central Avenue and 
111th. The full cost of tuition is $15,000, but most families 
pay between $1200 and $1500. The difference is made 
up by partnering businesses and corporations who also 
commit to mentoring students in job skills. Every student 
spends one day per week working for one of these 
businesses. Over their four years they develop skills and 
experience to prepare them for the workplace. During 
the other four days of the week they take a rigorous 
schedule of college prep classes. 

The school’s college acceptance rate is 100%. 
More information at www.verbumdei.us.

A BETTER CHANCE VERBUM DEI
FOR BOYS

*image from www.verbumdei.us
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HIGH SCHOOL RESEARCH RESOURCE

CHOICE4LA

Choice4LA is a free service that helps 
families in Los Angeles to find, apply 
for and enroll in the best schools for 
their children. They provide families 
with personalized one-on-one coaching 
throughout the application process for 
charters, magnets and other special 
programs. They have helped many LA 
families find schools where their children 
can thrive.

Looking for better 
public school 
options?
You have a choice. Discover your options.          
Don’t wait! Call us toll-free today. 

 1 (855) 4CHOICE 
             (424-6423) 

www.choice4la.org

When selecting a high school it is important to find out 
how well the school prepares students for college. The 
website greatschools.org is a very helpful resource for 
this. Type the name of a high school into the search 
field, then select “College Readiness” from the column 
on the far left. The college readiness screen will show 
you how students performed on three important college 
readiness exams: SAT, ACT and AP subject tests.

WWW.GREATSCHOOLS.ORG

Examples from the website:

West Adams High School
(32nd Street) USC Media Arts/

Engineering Magnet
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ABOUT US

Redeemer Community Partnership is a 
501(C)(3) nonprofit, faith-based community 
development corporation. We have been 
working in the Exposition Park neighborhood 
of South Los Angeles since 1992 to create 
a safe, healthy, opportunity-rich community 
where children, youth and their families 
thrive. We operate a network of programs 
and partnerships to help children succeed 
academically. These include an after-school 
tutoring program, an academic summer 
camp, a robotics team, parent education 
workshops, community beautification projects 
and youth leadership development. 

Our mission is to 
create a safe, healthy, 

opportunity-rich 
community where 

children, youth and their 
families thrive.

schoolchoice@redeemercp.org

www.redeemercp.org/
SchoolChoices

facebook.com/redeemercp

CONTACT US!

Download this 
guide and watch an 

introductory video at:
www.redeemercp.org/

SchoolChoices

Spanish version also available
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Production of this guide was funded by  Love Mercy Do Justice 
(LMDJ), a national department of the Evangelical Covenant 
Church. LMDJ grants support asset-based community 

development projects that partner with local congregations.

This guide was compiled by parent volunteers who live in Exposition Park. It 
has not been reviewed, approved or endorsed by LAUSD. While every effort 

was made to proofread and double-check facts, errors are possible. 

Please use this guide as a starting point for school research, but confirm all 
important details with LAUSD staff at your child’s school and/or the LAUSD 

Magnet information line: (213) 241-4177.


